
team of horses stnhf recommended to the whole
fraternity of icpoiteis desirous of "doing up" in a
leisurely manner the sleighiug route Irom Union
square to UcUomb'a Dam bridge. Their principle
w never to ptow any other team ou the road, and
by this sensible Mud obliging course of conduct
they permit ample aoopo for taking a otUin survey
01 everything.

MP THK AVRNITB.
The Fifth Avenue Hotel was the starting point

oi yeslop.ay 's h eigh.ug. Farther clowu town thau
that sleighs were lew and far between, or they
were copied with the male gender, who, in their
hirsute caps and collars, were not lovely to look
at. The l»e;:tiU i» of the avenue did liot show In
strength, but still there were enough to
keep the eye and the fancy active. The
majority stayed within doors, sat at
tho plat* glass window* and appeared to
cant look* of compassion down irom their brown
atone ejries ou the people sliding by.many of
whom, it must l>e confessed, reflected at the tip o
the novo the blue In the sky above thorn. True, in-
d"e<l. It waa "a nipping and an eager ah-." Tlie
great tiyporborean inluailieusft at the North Fole
lireJ into us a ceaseless volley oi granulated ice¬
berg. It pierced through buiftio robes and made
light, of the toughest alioe leather.

I'nuer auoh circumstances no wonder there
were no count lean thousands of the lair aex
abroad, aud of those that were some looked dis¬
consolate, yet many appeared aa luppy aa tuo
iaralllar S'luilower. Onr aieigh bee up lu the moat
persistent kind of a way to the pleasant open
apace in trout or tne Cat nolle oa'hedral. Here the
nor'easter blew witli a healthy fleroeneaa, but we
had to wait till arriving at the l'ark entrance to
appreciate the irresistible force of hygiene lie
brought u.< iruin Alaska.

UNU AI'PV ANIMAI.S.
The moat forlorn animals encountered on the

Jo.nney were the police cavalry stationed on tho
avenue. It wat diitlcult to tell whether the civio
dragoon or lila uoiils charter aighod most for a
apeedy return of the balmy daya of Spring. Mped
and quadruped sympathized, no doubt, aud the
pitying diuuea who Hat oenlnd their plateglass en¬
trenchments iu tue windowaabove tiiiew down ou
both looks oi teudereat commisseraUon.
Once iu the l'ark the scene changed.

PIOTtlKKH IN 'I'llB PAKK.
The anow lay over the wide-spreading lawns like

the upper cruat on a sugar tart, wh;te, smooth, un¬
broken and lovely. The evergreens were dasned
with glistening llakea, and the unlnterinlttiug oon-
traat of colors on every hand, blue noses here
(among the men) and red olieeka there
(among the girls), gave animation to the pic¬
ture. It was ail very nice on Fifth avenue,
and through tho l'ark, but, Je-roo-sa-lem, when
tho Bixtn avenue lloulevard was readied, now the
stormy winds did blow! Most of ti.e teams tore
by at a fearful rate, as if it were a matter oi life
or death.McComb'a Hani bridge Restaurant or
nothing. That re iclied, everybody was happy, and
everybody toasted his toes at the lire beioio re¬
newing the journey.

it was atjout live o'clock in tbe afteraoon that
the tide oi carnival turned back in ad its brilliancy
t .ward the silent city, mystic in tho distance.
The darkness was then bcginuiug to gather. Along
tlie undulating stretch of tne Fordham road the
snow lay on either side in placid, smooth and shlin-
ineriug levels over the wide fields, not lirokeu by a
single footstep of man or beast, and was really a
luagnitlcent and beautiful spectacle.

ON THK llKOWH OK TUB II11.1.9
the dark, rugged outlines of the wintry road* con¬
trasted sharply with the rest of the landscape, and
shadows of a dusky hue were throwu upon the
pure, stili surface ol white. Tlie wide extent of
country that broke upon tne view at the Summit
oi each successive acclivity on the route of
the glittering cavalcade of pleasure was pic¬
turesquely marked by long lines of gray
lences, against which the banks of ermine
were piled in unusual height, and here and there
were scattered solitary trues that looked liko wlerd
and grotesque sentinels In tne midst of a fairy
domain. Their irregular outline were sprinkled
with the universal decorations of white, sparkling
jewels, and on such us were oi the evergreen kind
the lodges of the heavy lollage were laden with
great accumulations of snow, that.against the
deep sombre verdure.looked bright and brilliant.

TI1R COSBY VI1.1.AS BY THK WAYSIUB
stood among groups of shrubbery that was fantos<
ticniiy decorated lw the fanciful hand of nature in
the same impressive fashion. The roois were
loaded with smooth canopies, a foot In depth and
which overhung the eaves and the gate posts, and
well-curbs presented all sorts of queer aud uu-
sual figures, formed by the funny Ircaks of the
wind when it had wafted the light-winged flakes to
all sorts oi odd resting places.
Out of an unseen quarry, evurmor*
I- iiri>i tiled witli 11lo, the fierce artificer
Curved hi* white bastion* with projected roof
Knund every whirlwind,(lake or tree or door;
Speeding, the myriad-handed. Ills wild work,
So lancltul, so «avaxe; nought cared lie
For number or proportion. Mockingly
On coop and fennel he hung Parian wreathes,
A swan-Ilka lorin invest* the bidden thuru;

And at the Kate
A tapering turret overtops the work.
And when Iils hours are numbered and the world
Was all Ills own, retiring as he were not
Lett, when the sun appeared, antonUhcd Art
To mimic iu slow structures, stone by »lone,
Built In an age. the mad wind's night-work,The irolic architecture ot the snow.
Fast ait these pictures, strange for the suburbs

ol New York,
tub swift hlkioiis

slid along, with their thoughtless loads of merry
hearts, like the very wind; and the haupy beds
kept time with their Jingling music to the quick
lall of tlie horses' hoots in the snow. At this lime
tne road was crowded more than at any other
fitirlng t he day, anil the long line m prancing teams
and handsome equipages seemed to have no end,
us It swept by, like tue rapid succession of beauti¬
ful images in a vivid dream. Coming back with
more rapid pace than when going out,

THK KKEN SOUTHWEST HKKK/.K
blew straight in thi»face, but its seurchlug breath
sent t trough the blood a tingling sensation of vigor
and warmth, while the merrv sights and sounds
linked with an exquisite excitement so rare and
racy as to set the fancy dancing and the heart
leaping in an exuberance of pleasure. From
behind the living steeds the powdered snow
flew In fine showers like tho spray of
a cascade and sparkled In the sunlight.
For when Mac.Comb'a dam bridge had been reached
add the fleet runners slackened in speed, and
weut more slowly over the creaking structure,
with a snurp crisp sound that, even nad an accent
of melody about it, the afternoon sun at last had
began to peep out from the clouda that since
Wednesday had obscurcd the aky, and suddenly,
as 11 by the art oi magic,

THB WU0LK SCENE RAD ('IIANOKI).
The snow that heretoloro hart simply been spot¬

lessly white and pure, now was possessed of a
thousand varylug charms, and the world glistened
aud gleamed in the genial glow or the golden light.
Then the real glory of the sleighing carnival
waa begun, and thenceforth the groves by the
roadside and the bare, guant rocks echoed
to silvery peals or laughter from fair and
ruby Hps. Jollity ruled the hour and the womanly
faces that passed were wreathed In witching
smiles, while the gruff voices of the men were ren¬
dered musical by an Instinctive appreciation of tho
poetry ot this rhapsody of lire.
Tue representative of the Herald, bundled np

in hugo lurs and with ears and checks half frozen,
tumbled out of his equipage at Dodge's and par¬
took of the hospltalits there afforded. Here were
gathered in the barroom one or two of the old
horsemen who had graced tho Lano with their
presence from his earliest recollection.

JOVIAL, FACED FELLOWS
some of them were, with lolty Arctic caps and
great fur c«ats. Their nobby nags were munching
their bits Impatiently under the shed in the yard,
while they chatted professionally over steaming
cups. The place, however, was not so crowded
as it has formerly been when Tammany
niuniilccnce was In full flow aud the dia¬
monds in the shirt-bosoms of her magnates
sparkled almost as thickly as t,tie flakes or
snow upon the road. The dining room that had
seen some sumptuous "spreads'" in its time was
deserted, and "Alexander," the negro waiter, who
has a confused sort of intellect, was utterly at a
loss what to do upon the entrance of strangers,
until a mild-faced virgin somewhat more than
"street sixteen" gently addressed liirn by his dis¬
tinguished cniistian name and reminded him of
the requirements ot duty. He then started lor the
kitchen, and the hungry wayfarers who had ar¬
rived sat down to waiting and t.o melancholy.
itoi.li were at length terminated by the arrival of
the repast. - .-«*¦

ilorscs were once more brought to the door and
tue pAriies of piensure-seekers started off with
louder spirits and more jovial faces, flusned with
excitement and pleasure. From tlie Harlem River
to Mount tit. Vincent the driving was faster, and
locoso rivalry was displayed all along the route (>y
the owners of good and bad animals. The picture
was wonderful in its variations. Here,
. _ - fctHHINU AL0NO LIKR A MKTBOB,
carue fc Olean, smooth, neat-limbed mure, of a sort
brown color, whose nostrils, stretched wide, were
fringed with frozen *pr»Y and her silky mane
filled with ice. Her bells jingled merrily, and she
passed ail her rivals at a steady pac£, kept, back
as she struggled to overcome the curb of tU? Wt
only by the firm resolution of the tall, powerful
man who sat in the nobby cutter and held
the reins tightly, as If he knew the very
8"Ul of nls restive sprvant. Ho wore a low,
thick can that covered all of his head except Ills
eyes and mouth, and from the latter could be dis¬
tinguished In the keen atr a white cloud or vapor,
curling upward and congealing on a huge, shaggy
mustaehe that, drooped irom his upper lip. Under¬
neath a pair ol over-jutting eyebrows his dark eyes
gleamed like torchlights upon the faces that
passed, and seemed to ask their sympathy ror the
splendid speed or his favorite. He was

A VJtl'KKAN LOVER OP THK HOIWB,
whom all of his fraternity know well. Next, fol¬
lowing directly in the footsteps of the mare, citme
a vaulting steed with great aud strong strides,
who carried his head proudly, and had a clear,
mellow eye, that however Hashed Are as be moved
along, lie is a Iatctien, witli long, slim legs and a
sweeping tail. His dark coat was dad In Ije
formed by the frozen perspiration. The sleigh con¬
tained a heolthy, ruddy-faced man and a
young, gtilden-huired woman. How gn.vly they
chat and how heartily they latiirh, aud how ti.elr
cheeks glow and their eyes sparkle as t hey fly past!
lew others venture to lollow thorn in the mad ru'ee
lor first position in t he procession, and the rest of
t he line goes on at the same rale as before, only with
Increasing fun autt excitement. Iliere is a fine,
three-seated sli d, behind n sicok pair ol grays,
Whoso color matches well the mantled earth
aiouud. The yiatiii cushions ami robe* of lur en-
compaas

a pahiv oc I'RftTTT flim.s,
whose looks aro charmingly rougish jii4 w cke l,

municipal affairs.

COKTimJED FROM EIGHTH PAGE.

lT/«v8^niDthan8.be.en >>ro?e<l to be more under a

toen t& .4fr a 8ft,arJ Such has

t#ra ru i?. h ,V'° lraiucr" ol all the clt.v char-

TTMlrn In
,m,d may have ,JC0U ex-

dnn!r till? f? enta*t?> 1 «*»» not prepared to

fhould now ^olir lousr a*ft ,iavc been and

some D^IntD *e?uction uf 'he percentage. lint

Rrn^n n 1 Jhou.d be preserved, and it must
l?iatj taat perccmagaa come from th0

UJ owners of property bene-

dftWt.rt i .'roPl0venie"t, w-iile the salary will be

uh«i»Sn» taxation. Very resnectiuiiy, your
obedient servant. a. OAKiSY HALL, May Jr.
THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.
Revelations Concerning tli« Rant Afrt-

Traata-Experlencti of an A»latio
Expert.What He Knows of the Cen¬
tres or the Speculation in Human
Flesh and Blood.Tlie "Blind" of the
'Tory Xrad:«Where the Cargoes Are
Rmbarked~('omm«rclal Barter aud
Slave Trader Apprentices.

[Prom the Times of India, Nov. 5.}
Mr. Mattioorda* Khetsee, whom we have once

introduced to our readers as the champion of Hin-
too widows, and who has visited Europe and re-
.tdod at Zanzibar and other slave trafficking dis¬
tricts (V Africa tor a period of seven years for tlio

' EST °J tnae' gtveH the follow,nfiT account in
the Rase 6War of his experience of the slave
trade, which reveals to us details not hitherto
tnowa to us. We plve Mr. Mathoordas' version
in his own words, as stated by our weekly contem¬
porary

WHAT HE KNOWS OF TtlK TRAFFIC

th. T PUW,C " larg0 ha8 ,>e('n exhorted by
the press to render every assistance la their power

L Ib^T'f FrCr° a"d hia collta«u«» I have taken

1T, °ffer What liHle 1 kuow of thc Hindoo

Suhmrr^i,0',^!0"' 1"aVe 8p*nt "evenyears
with my family in those piirt8 of tho A,rlcan fion.

k ^ are 8UPP°"C(J t0 bo H'e principal foun¬
tain heads of the obuoxioua trade. My father an
^habitant of Cntch, died at Zanzibar fifteen years

twentv?2ve DvCpflr«d <n l,h0 8a,no Arrtcan town

SSgViO.'RJ? ;,ra7ilS
lived in Africa for ten years, and mv thi?d
went to Zanzibar fuur yearsCo and inMi h!
tMr{,?idaefr^ro,ther'8 C1,IC"1 been carryIuionNmissksssfs^fs''
that my experience *'q£8 be°SS
Th. i_1TEBFST8 AVD AGENCIES

m the Slave trade °Ti?,.",a ',aVe ,hc *rettt*st share

Dara^1L ,a^°^SaJ,r0Cee<1tUe C0;l8t Deir

KhoJaa' Thntain# ah0llt a thousand Borahs anU
i S J hoy have theii families with fht»m

HhsttittBZii>ar "i"'1 ',uc,l other ports the number of
BUattias, Bunnias and Khojas are nearly eaual
^ Yon*tmBLPA.R"C,rA^ 1N K
-»»

^6 surprlHCfl to hear, pcihaDs that

s-inift a!M>ut,flve Parseea in Zanzibar, aljo'ut the
o i"?r ln Moza«"blque, two or three in

Vceboo and one or two others here and therp

r 7v^e.na!ia1Uhabltr18 of lJalllaun and Div'.
J hey put on Parsee iinllorm, and although thev an-

KJES*", .*"»»* t0 ^ with suve trttdej
*imI«£ 8,,spected of having some Dar¬

in*??11 Cntchee-llnnnlan generally reside
In Mombasa and Lamoo, while the Damaun und

teri-SnHoL®" Th
ln Mozamblq»e and the southern
vessels irom Dauiaun and Div

Merchants
ect tLe Ah'icftn coaat with these

SOCIAL and DOMESTIC IMUOIUMTIES AND COM-
_

MKRCIAL INTERESTS.
. ?>. ^tt?r there from their Infancy and

Bnetid their lives in Africa. They live there for

.nrtU- »tl,,rty t0 thirty-five years, eoliect money
and return to their native country to jte? married
Cutchce Uunulas and Hhattiss also go to Alrlca
without their wives or lamllles, but they keen
African mistresses with them ln their houses
nJiff^r.0."ie,n. 8enei'a"y come irom Booklm and
pther central towns of Africa, where they are to
he had lor $100 or $iso. They iiave white skins aud
handsome complexions.
At Zanzibar and other well-known places the

merchants keep their mistresses concealed in their

fo°r aw'alk18mallcr t0W,,s tUejr uke them out

In Mozambique, Veeboo and other Porrucuese
towns, Portueguese women, and sometimes even
other European women, live with these Uiudoo
merchants.
The western coast of India has a close mercan¬

tile connection with these places. (Jray eonds
feugar, ghee, wheat, spices, Iplse pearls, utenslis
andiron are the principal commodities imported
Into tne coast towns by large native lirraa there.
Ihese firms correspond with Hindoo aud Kho'a
orms in Bombay. Paientssen<l their children In
their minority to Zanzibar to get an insight lato the
Intricacies ol trade. A poor person at first obtains
a living of, say, forty dollars a year as cook or me¬
nial in some firm. After some years he trades on
Ills own account. An Intelligent man, who can
read and write, is more appreciated, and gets bet¬
ter pay. Indian merchants have pushed In so fur
that not a slugle town u without at Icutt oue of
them.

' rOHTTWHSE INTERESTS.
Mozambique, Vceboo, and the (iooja territories

pelng under the Portuguese rule, the trado tlour-
Jshcs there with better vigor. On the north the
tiade is still moderately carried ou between
Burawa and Central Madagascar aud down to
ttotlaia. Although this trade is in existence, British
influence has at least succeeded in mukine it a
juiaiter of riHk.

.

.-P'ii traders proceed with strict secrecy Into the
Interior¦ of Africa to catch fi'.ave?, and tiiey never
reveal their real purpose. Ivory being a couimod-
itr commonly received on thfc coast and on the
Islands from the Interior, these traders carry on
tne slave trade under cover ol the Ivory trade.

THE SWEDISH ARCTIC EXPEDITION.
The Stockholm Correspondent states that re S3-

¦uring news has reached it irora Christiana
about the Swedish expedition under the direction
of M. Nordenskjflld, as well as about the Norwe¬
gian fishing fleet, whose fate 1b the Arctic regions
< auscd considerable uneasiness. Five hours alter
the steamer Albert, tlttcd up by the Norwejjlan
government, had left Tromsi) eighteen Norwegian
Jishermen arrived at Iiatntnerfest on board a vessel.
Another vessel, which had lclt Fordandssund at
the same time as they had, was separated from
teem during the voyage, other fishermen had
made for the port ol Txliorden, which was still nav¬
igable on t he 6tn of November. The vessels or M.
Kordeuskj'ild were altogether at Moslebay. The
reindeer taken on board had nil escaped. A
ateamer was sent from TronisO after the Albert,
with orders to stop at llainmericst, to examine
t;>c fisheiuien who had teached that port. A lute
telegram announces that the provisions of the
NoruenskjfSId expedition aie running short, lour
vessels being loiced to Winter In Moslebay Instead
of one. as was originally intended; these vessels
are the Foliu m, the Onkel, the Aoam and the
/(.ladan. Home of the missing lishlng boats have
gone to Orabcck for the Winter. The Albert, never¬
theless, is proceeding In the direction of Spitz-
l>ergen as fast as possible. The vessol from
TromoO overtook her at Fugeltie, and then they
continued together as lar as Hammei fest, where
the TrotusO vessel stopped, according to orders.

THE COOLIE TRADE IN CUBA.
A f.ive-stock Freight "Rebarrareoned"

In China.
(From the Hong Kong A«]vertl«or.l

The Spanish steamer Ambo to, which left Macao
'.ou the 7th of October for Havana, with "fcfl coolies
and two boys, pnt back on the same day in conse¬
quence of an accident In her machinery. The
coolies wero rebarracoened, and the Ainboto went
into the Aberdeen dock.

Nkw Forts ok thk Rhtns..a series of new
forts (says the BAden correspondent, of the Cologne
Caattot) ars to be bnlit on the right bank of tho
."Rhine, near Strasburg, and the works for this pur¬
pose will be commenced al the beginning of next
jear. The most southerly of these forts (Marten),
placed about two miles from the Rhine, will com¬
mand t he Altenheim-Lahr road; the most easterly
KNeumtihl) will command the road to Wurtemberg,
through the valley of the Bench. These lorts will
also cover tho principal roads In the Kinxlg Valley,
and any one holding them would be able to close
two of the most important passes In the Black
Forest, as. the communication over the Rhine nelng
freo, a defending army could easily prevent a tlank
tnarch on the purtoi the enemy. Tho northern
lori is close to the village ol Aueulielm, commands
the load from Kehl to KRStarit, and closes the
circle of fortresses rouad Strasburg. Fort Marten
Is eigiit kilometres from Strasburg and 6.6 irom
jKcnnnihi. Fort Neurauhl Is 4.0 kilometres from
fctia.sburg, and 3.6 from Anenheim; and Fort
Aitenhcliu is o.:> kilometres from Htrasburg. Hieso
lorts will thus command both th'-territory lyingbetween them and each other, 'lii'ir chief object,however, Is to'secure a communication across the
Jlliine fiom Germany with the liirge entrenched
c unp formed by torts Itcichstett, Suffolwcieishelm,
Mederhausberg'.-a. ObuM.auibergen, uml Woi-
iMieiui. 1

WHTEB'S C4ENIVAL
The Grand A*«ault on the Suow

Blockade in the City,

Embankments Hundreds of Miles
Long Thrown Up.

How the Banditti Shovellers
Did Their Work.

THE GREAT SLEIGHING SEASON BEGUN.

A. Bitter Day and a !*Uim
Display,

"OUT ON THE ROAD."

Scenes Along the Route to McOomb's Darn
Bridge and Fordham.Bluo Noses

in Abundanoe.

COMING HOME AFTER SUNDOWN.

Sketches of* Oharaotor
and Scenery.

It Is the cold, Indisputable ftict that the grandoat
exhibition of snow Now Yorker* have wanted
for many yeara waa that which nature laid at our
feet yesterday morning. it waa a cheeriul and
g orlom spectacle, aud, save people afflicted with
bunions ana dyspepsia, all else gave it a royal wel¬
come. Even the "Italian banditti" irom "the
posses of the Apennines" hailed its appearanco

' ,' J, r' Jh8 flf8t Honest penny these
afflicted fugitives have yet earned in the

Si °f ttte free cume 'o them yesterday
through means of the beantlfnl snow, Every
mother's son of them able an^ willing to handle a
shovel made as much lor hall a day* work as he
might expect to get for a month's labor in the
btud of his fathers. Tho lamps were still lighting
n the dim, gray morning when the grand assault
began upon the snow banks encumbering the side¬
walks. On a hundred miles of thoroughfare a
countless army of shovellers worked away through
the forenoou.worked like men entrenching
themselves against a powerful invading host.
hrom the Battery to Ilarlem breastworks were
thrown up that the army 01 the Potomac never
approached In accomplishing during so brief a
time and to so great au oxtont Fire shovels, coal
shovels, mortar shovels and the regular old-iash-
"loned wooden snow shovels were brought Into
action. It waa

THE GRANDEST 310HT OF SH0VBLI.IN0
the world ever saw. There was enterprise In It
too. There waa keen rivalry between one store¬
keeper and another.between one housekeeper and
anotner. The Italian banditti and our own ban-
dim, to whom a fall of snow la aa welcome as a rail
of mauna was to the Israelites of old, worked with
savage energy. Every house on aristocratic ave¬
nues like Filth and Madison, where Jeames (knee
plush ultra of servants) thinks It beneath
liim to shovel snow off the sidewalk, counted fifty
cents ahead to the banditti, aud, as a consequeuco,
the banditti went for these and like avenues as

they might for a clothing store on fire. The fellow
who shovelled through his work the fastest made-
money the fastest. Having sent the last flake fly-
lug from hia wooden shovel off bis twenty-five icot
extent of sidewalk, he shouldered his weapon aud
trotted away to another job next door. Yesterday
was

TRULY A GREAT DAY
for the banditti, one of them Is credibly reported
to have made $20 between six o'clock and twelve
at noon. But, short-sighted as huoian nature Is
always, they flattered themselves this snow fall
world be a common thing through the Winter and
a large majority of the banditti (our own
chiefly) knew not themselves from their
shovels in the evening so vilely did
they abuse malt and other slicli lively
beverages. Broadway was taken In charge by the
regular banditti of tho Street Cleaning depart¬
ment, and they made pretty clean work of It.
While the virgin mantle of snow as yet uudeflled
and unwrlnkled lay over all things, the city pre¬
sented a wonderful spectacle. A Herald reporter
went up in a balloon.that is to say he went up
the fire tower in the Fiffeenth ward.to view the
sceDo, and it really looked as If New York
had gone to bed and drawn a white counterpane
over her. It also looked aH ir New York was be-
inqr "waked" while in this condiffon. The lamps
appeared as candles beside the quilt, reminding
ono of the classic lines referring to the memorable
end of Mr. Tim Flnnogan, who had numerous tal¬
low lumlnailes around his head, and an equally
large collection around his feet

WONDBRKDL WALLS.
At twelve o'clock noon, thanks to the super-

human exertions of the gallant shovel brigade, the
sidewalks were as clcan and slippery as the kitch¬
en floor of a Park row restaurant. The embank¬
ments thrown up along Broadway and many other
streets were marvellous to behold. On the Inner
side they looked like solid wails of marble, or rather
pig's lard. At Intervals of from twenty to fifty
feet excavations were made to permit pedes-
trlans crossing from one side of the street
to tho other. These, too, were amazing.
So solid did they look at either side one
win tempted to believe that crowbars and nitro¬
glycerine were u<ed to effect the cuttings. The
cheerfulness that prevailed over nil the travail of
travel was another striking circumstance, if the
suow had only been about six feet deeper the gen¬
eral hilarity would have been boundless. It is to
be hoped we may have a longer and more profound
visitation of this delightful suniulaiit to the nerves
and the appetite, for tlieu we shall enjoy such a

carnival us never entered Into the wildest dreums
of the Komans.

THE ABOMINABLE RKOADWAY STAGES.'
Sixteen feet only of Broadway were left for ve¬

hicular locomotion, an i to the distress of every
lover of his country ami of the glorious pastime of
sleighing, this brief space was monopolized by those
most attroclous or ail monstrosities on wheels, the

Broadway stages, which "were doubled up for the
occasion. Forgiveness at such a mercllul seasou
»nijrlit be granted them if they had only knocked off
their wheels and come down on runners; but no
the beastly things would Insist npon ploughing up
and utterly defiling our "beautiful snow."

The Sleighing Carnival,
The sleighing carnival begau late in the day as

compared with other years, because no one was

prepared for so sudden and tremendous a down¬
fall. it was a stunning avalanche froui the skies
and bewildered the bralus of every livery stable
keeper in the city. But soon the Jingle of sleigh
bells made the air musical. Yet still it was far ad-
vaticeu In the day ere Broadway had much to show
In the sleighing lino. About two in the afternoon
the lun began in earnest.

A SINGULAR SLEIGH AND TEAM.
H was at this hour a representative or the

Hkrald succeeded easily enough in securing a

slejgii of the elden time.a survivor o! many a atlff
V\ inter.capable in an emergency or accommodat¬
ing tl.e largest and fatten family or the m-.st pros¬
perous lager beer saloon in tho city, aioug with the

rhmwn ,a,"fV>*r,'r("'on and a brass bana
J!1.*1? ample and accommodating
!0>! ..!HSil e1>l<v,!n to extremities we might
ha\e made room ror a travelling circus. The learn
Has even more accommodating. VppnTmUH*
the character of the freight, they allowed the lull-
rat latitude of time lor an observant c\«
to lake in the scenery on the road or
'¦ike tu A Irlend by' ti.e way/ mat i

and wlu»M faces, already pretty, are rendered
beautiful by the warm flush given by tho wind and
weather. A last team, with two 01 the ..i>hoyt»"
t>clitn4 it, dashes t>.r them, and they look back
gayly and smile archly. Presently they ahead
of auother "rig," aud th.» cast at the conquered
horse and man a taunting glance, in which is
mingled their triumph and cliall nge. They are
an the way chatting and laughing loud. They are
huppy. A youthful brother beside the driver Is
playing the gallant by smoking a citrar.

NHXT IN THI 1'ANOUAMA
is a gruff individual in a sumptuous sled drawn by
a i>a.r oi beautiful nornes. He is all alone in his
pleasure, and his face is hard and stem, lie in
unhappy. Then come a co pie upon whose heads
l>oaut >, wealth and youth have ail deaeen led. The
youug man has his aim about his couip..uion, and
sbh looks with demure eagerness in hi* iace. and
their eyes meet. They are happy. Then there
com s with more ponderous speed a great family
sleigh, driven by

A FBOW8T COAOHMAN,
with a beery luok and small eyes that peer douht-
luliy over the top of the old shawl which is wouud
about Ms head. The steeds are rath«*r angular
than otherwise. Bnt behind them is the merriest
burden 01 cheery hearts in the whole length of the
proud proceshlon. it is a lamilar party,
lltere is the lather, a gra.-haired gen¬
tleman, with aome hundreds in the bank,
and nothing to werry him; beside In in his rouiid-
laced spouse, training with contentment, and
opposite. and warmly wrapped In p oaks and shawm,
a young woman, with a sweet Aoe, and two Utile
children whose cheeks bloom like the rosea of
Summer. Kvery one knows it Is a lamllv, and so
every one looks at them wltn kindly InqolMUVMeM.
So the scenes change, ami all tM characters

come and go with different looks and in different
clrcuniMtauoes. There were rude, uncuatiioned
a.Mghs with German butchers in them, following
alter a grand turnout with lour spunking horses
aud liveried attendants. There were, however,
lew sportsmen out who.te names, If men¬
tioned, would be known to tho general
public. The only oue was Mr. Hairy iiill,
who, with his fast mare Maggie, bad vestured to
try the virt.ie 01 the snow. He waa accomp tnled
by a lady whose youth ana beauty attracted the at¬
tention aud onvy of all his old crouies who saw htm
.n the road, more even than the whirlwind spoed
with whioh no tiaverted the slippery track behind
hut fleet favorite.

MOUNT 9T. VINCENT
was tlie most popular stopping place, and when
the cavalcade arrived here the light was rapidly
waning. From the high elevation of tuo veranda
ol the hotel the view was simply sublime. Tuo yel¬
low sunset hues tinted the sky from the far north
around 10 tne south with a r.oh softness and
boauty that cast a reflected glow like a flood of
molten gold over the wnole of the white
spark ling scenery. Towards Macomb's Dam
Itrldge the whole extent 01 the Lane lav below and
was marked on both sides by long lines of brilliant
gaslights like rlbbo'is of gold, glimmering In the
distance as lar as the cyo could reach. Faintly,
from below, came the sounds 01 merry carnival
echoing those nearer at hand as the sleighs drove
by at the foot of the hill, i'lio belts sounded like
pattering ot I'alry feet clad in goldon sandals upon
a pavement of silver.
From Mount St. Vincent.

TO THI OTTT
the ride was lighted by the stars that had sprung
one by one nut ol the deep blue. The snow glis-
teueil weirdly, and the convent hill on tho right,
with its dark, frowning buildings and black trees,
looked strangely pirturesipie. The 1'ark was
almost empty and tne greater part oi the sleighing
parties went homeward by the way of Fifth avenue,
which all the way down waa crowded uutil late lu
the evening.

SLEIGHING IN BROOKLYN.

Life on the Nnow-Olad Streets and Road*
Pant and Preacnt.

"Now for it!" was the expression which aroBe
to many youthful lips, as bright faces gazed out
from snug apartments in the houses of tho well-to-
do people of Brooklyn upon the snowy hillocks
which spread out far as the vision could range yes
terday morning; "Now for a jolly, good, old-fash¬
ioned sleigh ride, and perhaps hall a dozen jaunts
ever the fleecy carpet, before a change In the
humor of the Clerk of the Weather dissipates
the pleasing prospect." Such expressions were
uttered by many, and such fond hopes were
entertained upon taking observations yesterday
from the breakrast room window. Even then Old
Mother Goose was picking her "New Year's poul¬
try" as the white Hakes were falling rapidly in
tiny particles, which certainly appeared to give
color to the anticipation of a protracted sojourn of
the Winter covering upon our streets, roaJs and
byways. The grocer, butchor and baker were first
to make their appearance upon the streets "on
runners," and the merry jingling of their bells
only tended all the more to excite a desire on the
part of the customers of the tradespeople to emu¬
late that system of rapid transit, But difficulties
were apparent even to the enthusiastic lover of
sleighing, it was observed that

TI1K WOHKINU SLBIOQ3
of the storekeepers ware compelled to remain in
the middle of the street whenever they halted to
leave their supplies, and that great snow banks
which bordered the .sidewalks would not admit of
the sleighs being brought near the curb. This was
certainly

A PBAWBACE.
It was a serious obstacle to tbc little, tender feet

of the fair ones, who did "so long for a sleigh ride."
How were they to reach the sleigh T With those
who could make the requisite arrangements lor a
drive ou the runners this trivial difficulty was soon
obviated, llave a passage cut through

TUB ARCTIC BANK.
This could be done. The labor was not so great.
There were poor laboring men standing upon
every corner with shovelit ready, waiting lor just
such work. Muscular arms were soon brought
luto requisition, ami the brightly polished shovel
was not long iu delving to the very bottom or the
deepest snow bank and clearing a broad way
through which the fair ones could puss to the
sleigh. Money thus expended was laid out in

A CM A HIT A HI.K MANNER:
it helped to allev.ate the wants of fellow creatures,
wuo, too, could enjoy the delights 01 the snow-ctaa
road had they the means, but to wnoin the stipend
afforded in this way was far more acceptable a< It
relieved an absolute necessity, lie that aa it may,
one thlug is certain, by ten o'clock there were

MAN* PRETTY HLBIUUS IN MOTION
upon all sides. There were many bright eyes glis¬
tening all the brighter tor the'exhllaratlou of the
motion. Koses glowed to a deeper vermillion upon
toe lair cheeks ol the warmly muflled, burtalo-
wrapped occupants of the handsome wheeliess
conveyances. The music of happy, cheery voices
resounded upon every sale, and its

CifAKM WAS CONTAOIOU8.
Even the plodding pedestrian could not fall to

feel the lighter-hearted ai>d better for its influ¬
ence. There were difficulties, notwithstanding,
attendant upon locomotion yesterday. The roads
were not yet broken and

THB I'lONBKK PLBASURISTS
suffered the Inconveniences consequent thereon.
The movement was iar Irom rapid, except wiien
the drive wat along the car tracks on the beaten
course of tue plough; then a more rapid and agree¬
able rate ol progress was attainable, it happened
naturally, therelore, that sleighing parties turned
tticlr horses' heads along tho car routes. There
were many s.eighs along Court street, i-'ulton av¬
enue, Klatbnsli, Myrtle, Ureene, Uates, Third, Filth
and Atlantic avenues. On Clinton street, from
Fulton to Third place, hundreds ol parties lound
their wav.this course having long been a
favorite route with lirooklynites. Some there were
wno pushed out along Third street with the hope
of reaching Prospect Park, but these enterprising
adventurers (lid lot long continue to pursue tho

UNBVBN TBNOB OK THKIH - * --

There was' too griaf "an acfclimiiiatioD or snow to be
clrcnmferenced (to borrow a phrase from Han
Bryant). They turned back the routes whence they
had gone, determined upon abiding their time until
the snow shall have settled down a little better.
Then ho for tne Cone?Island[roadI YVUen the snow
settles and become# tttofe compact there will be
heard a vecy mcrjy tintinnabulation of silvery
bvl'fl iipofi the Island road. The routes In that
direction most popular will bo Fulton atftnue,
Flatbush avenue, I nlon street, Third strvfit
i'rospect I'ark, over the "drives" out to Franklin
avenue, thence to the Coney Island road. About
the terminus of this route with the general nubile
Is "Mort Tun icon's.that is, the hair-way nouse

J to the island. Here all sportsmen halt for a icw
moment*. John Buckley's, a short distance from
the Park turning, Is also a general stopping place,
lint the elder attraction to members or tho Prospect
l'ark Association is their own

COOL AND AIR?
club house. Here It is customary to repair in
sleighing times, during a fine evening, end enjoy a
warm meal and a dance. This programme will be
repeated this season unless the sigus of the times
augur wrong.

OF TUB PAST.
Years ago It was customary lor sleighing parties

to drive out to John I. Snedlker's, to the Kight-
Mlle HoiiHe, near the Union race course, over the
old Jamaica plankroad. There they would alight,
partake or a jolly good snpper and
have ft dance, to the Inspiration of a
full and ol music, procured by the host of the Inn.
Hut the construction of the Coney Island road In
later years diverted patronage from the Jamaica
route. The pocuulary Winter harvests of "John
1." roll off. He Mold out, and the scene ol jollity ol
former days, like the harp of Tara, has fled the
hall of the Inn. The apartment Is now used as a
..dormitory lor small bovs".the truants or
Kings county, who promise to be fit for
nothing but Congressmen wl.cn they shall have at¬
tained the years which qualify them lor holding
office. The Ktght-Mile llousn Is now the County
Truant Hoine. So much for the past and present.
The future Is promising. The roads ol Brooklyn
are level and numerous, arid with the present

y heavy covering 01 snow there can he no doubt but
that the lover* of sleighing will litve ample oppor¬
tunity to Indulge their taste tor that right rojfttWinter pastime. m t'W 8»<l iti: :

SOCIAL RINGS.

Washington Tycoons of Dpptr-Tendom Un¬
der the Lfnv

Charming "Affairs" and the Cost
Thereof.

Delightful Society and Pleasant Appropriations
by Complaisant Congress.The Men of Soi-

enoe and Their Distinguished Ways-
Something Abeut the Gay Season.

WAMBINOTON, I>'JC. 2fi, 1*72.
Washington society h»B. Ilka Saturn and New

York politics, iui "rings" clearly dcQned. and moro
(Irmly banded together than the Arch Perpetual
Tycoons of the upper degree* of Freemasonry.
Pew strangers are ever admitted Into the festive
gathering of those exclusive seta, and whenever
a congressman la invited he ts made to understand
that he Is highly honored.

Till BOIBNTiriO kinu
is headed by the venerable Professor Henry, who
Is high custodian of that enlarged architectural
toy, the Smithsonian Institution. To make room
for his oharming ramily, and to have a snare bed
for a visiting savant, the Professor has had to
benevolently turn over the library of the <#tal>-
listiment to congress, which has givon it sholter at
the Capitol and pays the librarian, and he has also
donated the entomological specimens to the De¬
partment of Agriculture, where the bugs are cared
lor without oost to him. The collections of the
exploring expeditions of the government are re-

tainod, as Congress appropriates $l(,ooo per annum
for their oaro, and has been asked this year to
donate $20,000 more to fit up a now museum

hall, with $12,000 to heat the establishment, lne
right-hand man of the Smithsonian, Prolessor
Hainl, receives some $-20,000 lor prosecuting his
inquiries into the decreaso of lood-flshea, and for
the introduction of shad into The Western waters,
and the Government Printing offlce publishes tho
annual report free, so Prolessor Henry has ut his
disposal the $a»,ooo per annum wnlch Uncle Bam
has to pay, because of the Investment In worthless
bonds ol old Smithson's bequest. But tho amount
of knowledge "diffused among men" In return for
these large appropriations from the public treas¬
ury Is so great that the profane only dare alludo
to It In whispers, especially those admitted to the
charming hospitalities of tho institution.

TUB UOAST SDKVKT
is another delightful nucleus arouud which may be
found some ot the most charming people In Wash¬
ington, although the ¦uperlntenduut, Professor
Pelice, Is domiciliated at Harvard College. His
assistant, Professor llllyard, who runs the ma¬

chine, has an attractive house on N street; and
of all tho pleasant resorts In the suburbs,
none Is more delightful than "Brentwood,"
where the hydrogmnhlc man of the concern, Cap¬
tain Patterson, dispenses rural hospitalities. Uut
the great social charm of the Coast Survey Is its
-parties" who go North in tue Summer and South
in the Winter, anB on which young men out or
health or business go, receiving the "compensation
to clviuans," which forms a pleasant item in the
sum of $732,000, which Prolessor Pelrce estimates
his expenses at. In ante-bellum dayB some Ignorant
barbarian would occasionally rise in Congress to
intimate that this survey ol the coast had cost too
much money, and that It could have been done for
half of the millions then spent on it. But of late It
Is such a convenient haven of refuge for impecuni¬
ous members of the families of those In power that
no meinoer of Congress has the audacity to ques¬
tion the value of lis geodetic connections. Its hy-
dr "graphic reconnalssances, its magnetic observa¬
tions or the social pro-euiluence of Its otllccra.
True,' the engineer corps Is doing the same work
on tlie irroat lakes and across tho Contlneut better
ana or le "money, but the social position or the
Coast burvey people, you know, keeps it unchal¬
lenged.

A LIUHTn0l7SK IN THK SKIK8
was the derisive term applied by the democrats to
President John ouincy Adams' pioject lor a na¬
tional observatory, and It was J."0""??.* Jf.jJJJ.unconstitutional expenditure. But "'ja"? » Bu
reau ol Navigation" was established In tno Navyft.i artnYcnt ior the regulation or chromometors.
and this has grown Into a full pledged observatory.
There is a ruil naval staff, with an admiral at its
hcao and a dozen or more subordinate officials,
besides "civilians'' to do the work, the annual cost
being about $2&,ooo In addition to the pay and al-
owauces or the naval men. It is a charming spot,
though, when the uialarla is not floating on the ad-
iacent low lands, and M. F. Maury, who got it up
as a lire-home, but went Into Secessia, must often
wihIi himseli back agaiu. What can be more agioe-Jlfe a Siiant young Representative than
in take a hack (paid for out of the
contingent expense lund), and escort a
cotiole of lair friends to the observatory, whore
thev can clamber up into tho revolving dome and
take peeps at the planets? There Is a huge book
ol cabalistic signs and 5«"rens, P^eSarju.t thtn^oimiied "The American Lphemerls." Just ining. oi
. hat! Who envies the oillcflrs or the civilians at
the Observatory their places so longas^

which haB recently cropped out on thin same Bu¬
reau ol Navlgatlouof the Navy, Is a 'Hydrographlc
Oillce" lor supplying.charts to men-or-war and mer¬chantmen. The ilydrographer Is Commodore \Vy-
.... «i,0 Assistant Uvdrographer Is commander
Shirk and there are a dozen subordinate officers.Ia-t year, which was the commencement ol theestablishment, the bills, other than pay and allow¬
ances, were $»7,500, but this year the jovial Kobe-
sou asks lor $1418,JJOO.

OT11EK SCIENTIFIC HkN
are ouartered in the Ordnance corps of the army
and of the navy, at the arsenal on Grcenicaf'a
Point at the Marine Hospital an! lu the recesses
of the' General Land Office and ol' the Patent Office.
Tht*tt we have the government explorers, wao go
forth each spring with their appropriations, and
who return In December with accounts of wonder¬
ful sights and of their disbursements, fcven the oldtravelers, who saw the Phoeulx expire in her odo-
rtierous nest whence tho regeneiated chick soon
flew forth or wiVo had lound dead lions slain by
the .mills shot from Its own body by some /letlul
porcupine," or who know that the stare of the{iaslli.sk was death.even these, who saw unicorns
craze and heard mermaids sing.were oracles of
truth compared with our explorers. But our
Mirco l'olos and Mendez Pintos arc valuable inour
.MriHiitinc society," as their romances fascinateCongressmen anu ai'I in making the most stingyWestern members vote loudly "aye" on the Items

1OTr.»which nave onllbllshod ihonweivcii her. within tho
bant llve-and-twenty years are a part of the
"rf>*if>ntiflc society ring," and strengthen it much.
Th«r« is no more delightful drive In pleasant
weather than to the "liovernmont Hospital tor thQ
Insane " where the courteous Supermten lenf, Dr.» exercises limjral hosnlt»UtY, and yet lie
bM ynly asked Congress to appropriate $ia0,0U0!or
mi disbuiscinent during the next fiscal y'-ar. Ihe
Columbia Institution lor the Deaf and Dniab,
located on Anios Kendall's oid osta^tof yhi^li ^auoiher pleasant place to visit in t tie Summer,
omv requires $4s,ouo a year to run It, and the Co¬
lumbia Hospital ,or Vvjncii and LyinginAsVluih is tqtiafiv nmdest )n Its demands, ihe
Koform School, located on the picturesque sUe
known as Fort Lincoln during the war, gets along
with $!>,700, white the Freedmen's Hospital needs
*««> ooo. Then tbeitf is the Seliflefl' Homo, that
lovelv rural retreat ri<Jr;iiofth« city, maintained
by the lines imposed on living soldiers and the un¬
claimed pay of those deceased, amounting to about
#100,000 a year or more, and affording a chai ming
home for a f«w veterans and a favored lot of
otnccrs. All the "aloresald" retreats for talent
and respectability iurnlsli

a t'NiTEi) frrntvom
which no Congressman can resist, and the million
and a hair of money which Is voted them is ac¬
cented as a paltry oiterlng to science, which brave
men and ralr women acknowledge by dispensing
iiciifflitful hospitality, occasionally Agi'ssifl or
some other notable comes to old by his presence,
and on the whole this scientific wheel la a featuie
of the government machine.

CHRISTMAS CHF.EH
was abundant, last night, and .re many
nl-asant lamtiy gatherings, ascending In the ""Jlalseaio from tbo.^e of the freednien. in their llttlo
shanties on the Island, to that at the Executive
M»n*l"n, where the young Grants .'iJ0Vwith their cousins, the Dents and the sharps, w '"e
the old people looked on approvingly, aiding in the
distribution of presents, lo-day there la

SI.KIOIIINU «»N THE AVESI K,
with some nobby turnouts, but none that5,%.ro with nu.lntl, «'»««
covite ark oa runner* wltu wiiicri iwron
liodisco used to delight the darkles as

was slowly hanlrd to and fro by lour ho.?'-
Pennsvlvanla nvonuo, wltti six Inchcs of level snowfrffln down on its level wood pavetnent. ls a
grand <«»'.."' for the exhibition of horses.
KliMirhs furs and drivers, and 11 soino mm will let

U, >tr fast crabs It Is ticcause thei o was too
much wh sUey lu the egg nog of which they partookn startini, Vnd not that they dcs.ro to disobey

THE OAY "tUSON
. ,u to ^ UnUl ,XnL

to the rteMgit of halrdresaera and Milan of kid
gloves.wis well aa to these wao expect to achieve
comiiiesta. Young Snobbe, who now walk* lan-
<rui«lty down tne avenue, listlessly swinging hla
cane, will be seen dashing oil with a partner Iota a
galop, having an arin as steady and an eye an quick
an one of i'ull .-heridan's troopers going Into a
mrllo. The unxloi.* mother will be seen sitting trap-
nig against the wall, her eyes telegraphing angiy
glances when her daughter dances with a poor
lieutenant, or beaming with rapture when the girli"1 taken Into supper by some foreign noodle of dis¬
tinction. Musicians will play all night aud yaws
all day, epicures w^i Kourmaiidirc on Worinieir'a
terrapin, or Welcher's boned turkeys, and those
who, like your faithful correspondent, have tocluonl-
cl« what, is going on, wilt doubtless endorse the
opinion of Alphonae of Oastile, ti.at woin.in U a
creature "gul t'hntnite, se dtthomlte, H (pioUle."

THE MISSISSIPPI 1CE-G0RGZ.
Great Destruction of Steamboat Property and

Freight on the Great National Water
Route.The Coal Sapplyof Memphis Sub¬
merged.Th^ Lowes About 9250,000.

Mkmphia, Deo. 11, IS72.
Last night the loo gorged at "lien and Chicken*,'*

just above the city, and at two o'clock the gorge
broke and the loo oawe down with lerrlllo foro<v
sweeping off the dry docks, then cutting down tee
barges of coal belonging to Brown A Jones, and
finally steamer aftur steamer from the wharf, until
It was thought that not a single one ol the large
number there could be saved, The following Is *
list Ol the boats carried off:.
Laura, Bell® J1ko, a. I>. Walt, Undine, Weak Wlo«

and City or Augusta. Tlie towboat Nellie Th<n»«»
Is in a critical condition, and it is doubtful whether
she can be saved, as the ice is running very heavily.
The West Wind aud S. D. Walt are loaded with,
cotton.
The bluff* la front of the city ana the levee are

lined with people watciilng the strauge spectacle
of the destruction by the ice of the boats ui the
river.
just above the foot of Jefferson street lies the n.

D. Walt, crowded on shore and broken In two.
Above her is the Hello I'ike, sunk to her guard*

and supported by empty barges.
Just below lies the Laura, badly broken. Crew*

are busily engaged Iri wrecking the steamers i>
order to save all possible before the Ice change*
their condition.
Just at the water gauge lies tho West wine,

driven on the bow or the White Star
her upper works a complete wreck, but her hull,
with 360 bulos of cottou, Is comparatively unta-

^UJus't astern and crowded In theonter guard of the
wharfboat lies the Andy Baum,
works badly damaged and tho boat in a precarlou*
condition. The wharlboat is but little injured.
At Its stern the Arlington, Glasgow and St.

Francis are lying with their guarus and upper
works smashed.

.Owing to the confusion and stronnons efforts or
the crews to save ovsiytuiug possible and guara
agaiust further dauger It Is impossible to obtua
reliable data as to Iosscm. The Walt is owned of
Elliott Brothers, ol Memphis, who are now en¬
gaged in wrecking her and saving all the cottos
'^ThtTijiura will bo a total loss. She Is owned bf
Captain James, her commander.
The Belle I'ike will prove almost a total loss, to¬

gether with her cargo of cotton She Is owned ojtho St. Louis and Naples Packet Company. She 1*
being wrecked.

. , ...The dry docks, after being driven down to the
foot of Exchange street, were secured and wIM
probably bo saved, though they and the steamer
Pat. Claiborne are In a critical condition; likewise
the Nellie Thomas, whose upper works are crushed.
The West Wind, belonging to Mnsslngdale A Bow¬man, of Nashville, is In great peril.Ihaving bwwa
stripped of her upper works and forced agains*
the wharf boat with such power as to break her

B*The' Undine and Ilelen have broke, and tb«
Summer Koon has sunk out of Bight.
The Clipper, a towboat, was driven to the bead

of President's Island, and will prove a total loss.
Brown A Jones have lost about ono hundred and

thirty thousand dollars' worth of coal, leaving only
three days' supplies In the hands ofdealoralB
Memphis. The gasworks which supply the city are
without a day's supply. Coal dealers have ad¬
vanced the prices to $1 per barrel, which will caua*
great suffering among the poor.
When the break-up occurred and.the Andy Baa**

was driven down on the wliarfboaf, 1 aylor' We.la.
one of hor pilots, attempted to jump from the: hur.
rlcaue deck to tho wharlboat. but tell Into the
river and was badly evushed by the lee. lie was
rescued with great ditllculty. John Clinton and
tho barkeeper both made leaps, but were badly
bruised. The James Howard arrived from below
alxiut ten o'clock and made several inctlectuai eN
forts to pull the City ol Augusta out, without being
able to move her.

,¦.,« ..Tho river is still rising, having risen three and .
half feet since last evening.

... , .A gorge formed at Kaudolph again to-day, buf
broke In the afternoon.
The lee at six o'clock was running heavier than

ever. Tho James Howard succeeded in saving the
Undine, Helen Brooke uud City or Augusta. Hie
work of wrecking the K. P. Walt, Belle I ike and
West Wind Is being pushed with great oue'gy.
The total loss by the disasters will not tall short

of a quarter of a million dollars. All the steam¬
ers at the landing have steam up, an Uclpatlng
greater danger to night. The short supplv o coal
Ut the all-absorbing topic, and the question Is
asked whether the gas companies can supply tliei*
customers.

THE MODOO WAS.
Tl»e Redskins H«««lvin# Reinforce*

meats.niillt la A-ltcd Fur.
San Fhancisco, Dec. 2T, 18T4.

A telegram from Yreka says shat the MoUocs are

being rcinforced by straggly Indians. Some ol
the Pitt River tribes have joined them. The
Oregon volunteers will soon bo mustered out.
There are S80 soldiers in the field. Details fo»
escort and guard duty leave only seventy-five
fighting men and only fourteen soldiers at Fori
Klamath Reservation to guard 2,.">00 Indians.
Mortars and bombshells are to be employed tu
storming the Indians' lava-bed atronnUold.
The citizens of Yreka have appointed P. A.

Doi vis to go to Sacramento and ask Governor
Booth for a company of volunteers to go to the-
seat of war, which is partly in Oregon and paitly
in California, on either aids of the boundary line.
A despatch to-night says that last Saturday *

party of soldiers, en route from Camp Bidwell u»
Captain Borl and's camp, on Lost Hiver, were at-
taeked by about fifty Modoc Indians. 1 wo soldier*
were killed and four wounded. l ive mules were
killed. The soldiers who were killed were scalped.
No Indians are known to tie killed.

TEE ERIE CANAL.
An Independent Policy 9«g»e.ted «o tha
(final Couimlial'Beri ol the ftmplre

Bt'FFALO, N. v., Dec. 27, 1372.
The Advertiser of this afternoon publishes an

elaborate exposition of an Independent canal
policy for tlio Kmplre State, (ton: the pen of Israel.
T. Hatch, taking the ground that although the
benefits of the ISrlo Canal are national, yet the
State of Ngw York Is nble to UUe euro §[ Her own

canals without tavjpg her own peoplooj i'naf of "

tho L'nlon to furnish carrying capa.-if.v to move to
our metropolitan city the wiiole export portion <if^Western crops, now and hereafter, cheaper than
nny existing or protected route, lie also shows,from mathematical deductions from French science,
the capacity of the Erio Canal and poit ts out how
the early engineers wtro governed by theset ta
their* formula tables aftd Specifications. in con¬
structing the original canal as we'l as the present
enlargement, lie further savs the onlv erilarge-
uient now needed Is ol braius and honesty in the
caiial administration; that the first needed step
in canal reform has been accomplished in the eie<«
lion of General I'ix: that II vessel, propeller ami
railway owners in Chb ago hud regulated their ix
orbitant. freigiit charges this year'»y .mi'""Jtlvelv cheap transportation of the Kile tana* uie
Western farmers would not this vN.utei be nuiu*
Ing their corn for fuel.

A VERY BAD OCCURRENCE.
A g«-ton Hall College Seminarian Ac*

eidentally Hhot.
In Posevillc, n suburban portion of Newark, on

Christmas Day, a melancholv shooting scctdeut
took place, by which a young seminarian ol
Seton Hall College nearly lost his life, and
the Catholic Church a probable clergyman.
A number of Newarkets had gathered to wit¬
ness a shooting match. Considerable shootingwa7 done all day wlihout anything Happening
to mar the sport. Towards evenlng, hew-
over. one ol the marksmen. Mr. John
Hall of Batik street. Newark, slipped while aiming
at the target. The ri lc went off, the load
of lead going in au oblique direction among the
spectators, lodging lu the arm ol Seminarian
leience Brady, who is about twenty-two Tears of
utfc Ho was removed to St. Michael s Hospital,
where it was found necessary to amputate tlm
arm In order to sine hlsHfe. It ispvobiMc tie wj
now recover. Flo is represented b.v those jh,»
knew him as being a louug man of morej,fca
ordluiry tAlent, wiia, It is Ks\t«lf wouM rU;i
ordained a Catholic l rlest In a shorty,Bt dlrec-
loss oi bis arm destroys all ids hopes CRndidate te
Hon, however, as it is essential lt| musically pcr-the priesthood that he should^^ 10t. t,ne youngfeet. Deep commiseration jf ay ft^iidi^man iu Newer*, wht 0 Uc


